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DETAILED ACTION 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
09/03/2008 has been entered. Claims 1,5-7, 10, 11, and 13-23 are pending in this 
office action. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1 , 7 and 1 9 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

In the amended portion of claims 1 , 7, and 19, the phrase "can input" is objected 

to because it just states intended use, and not a required step for the claimed invention. 

Also even if the step takes place, it is not clear what happens if a name that does not 

exist is inputted by the user. It is also not clear from the claim language why a step to 

input a name that does not exist would even be necessary. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 
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To be statutory, a claimed computer-related process must either: (A) result in a 
physical transformation outside the computer for which a practical application is either 
disclosed in the specification or would have been known to a skilled artisan, or (B) be 
limited to a practical application with useful, concrete and tangible result. 

The claimed subject is rejected under 35 USC 101 for being "software per se". 

The claimed invention in claim 15 is addressed to " a directory searching 
program" comprising "steps of controlling a computer to function as a directory 
searching method" and the claimed invention is subjected to "a directory searching 
program" comprising "a controlling section to control a computer to function as a 
directory searching apparatus" that can be interpreted as referring to lines of 
programming within a computer, rather than referring to a physical object. The claimed 
invention is not hardware but a program or a software. Accordingly, the claim becomes 
nothing more than a set of software instructions which are "software per se". 

"Software per se" is non-statutory under 35 USC 101 because it is merely a set 
instructions without any defined tangible output or tangible result being produced. The 
requirement for tangible result under 35 USC 101 is defined in State Street Bank & 
Trust Co. v. Signature Financial Group Inc., 149 F.3d 1368, 47USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 
1998) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 5-7, 10, 11 and 13-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fujino (US Patent 7,178,110) in view of Martinez (US Patent 
6,271 ,846) and in further view of Bauer (US Patent 5,388,257). 

With respect to claim 1 , Fujino discloses a directory searching method of 
searching a plurality of directory structures in a storage medium for a prescribed 
directory structure, wherein the plurality of directory structures constitutes a hierarchical 
structure and the prescribed directory structure includes at least two directories (Fujino: 
Column 7, lines 1-45; Figure 1 1 ; Figure 12; Here the hierarchical directory structure 
includes at least two directories). 

However, Fujino does not explicitly disclose a directory having a first name and a 
directory having a second name. 

The Martinez reference, however, discloses a hierarchical directory structure with 
at least two directories of a directory having a first name and a directory having a 
second name (Martinez: Figure 5A; Here a hierarchical directory structure has at least 
two directories and the directories have different names). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art, at 
the time the invention was made, to modify the teachings of Fujino with the teachings of 
Martinez to have at least two directories of a directory having a first name and a 
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directory having a second name to provide manipulations of directory tree structures in 
a computer system (Martinez: Column 4, lines 58-59). 

Fujino in view of Martinez discloses: 

the directory searching method comprising: 

inputting the first name and the second name with an inputting device (Fujino: 
Column 7, lines 1-45; Figure 1 1 ; Figure 12; Martinez: Column 3, lines 57-65; Column 7, 
lines 1-9; Figure 4A; Figure 5B; Here the user inputs the first name and the second 
name with an inputting device such as a mouse); 

searching the plurality of directory structures based on the first name and the 
second name so as to extract all the prescribed directory structure comprising the 
directory having the first name and the directory having the second name in the storage 
medium (Fujino: Column 7, lines 1-45; Figure 11; Figure 12; Martinez: Column 3, lines 
57-65; Column 7, lines 1-9; Figure 4A; Figure 5B); and 

displaying at least part of the prescribed directory structure extracted in the 
searching step (Fujino: Column 7, lines 1-45; Figure 11; Figure 12; Martinez: Column 3, 
lines 57-65; Column 7, lines 1-9; Figure 4A; Figure 5B); 

wherein the directory having the second name is in the same hierarchy level as 
the hierarchy level on the directory having the first name (Fujino: Column 7, lines 1-45; 
Figure 11; Figure 12; Martinez: Column 3, lines 57-65; Column 7, lines 1-9; Figure 4A; 
Figure 5B; Here the directory having the second name can be in the same hierarchy 
level as the directory having the first name), 

Fujino and Martinez do not explicitly disclose wherein an operator or user can 
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input a name that does not exist in the storage medium. 

The Bauer reference, however, discloses an operator or user inputting a name 
that does not exist in the storage medium (Bauer: Column 5, lines 43-56; Column 6, 
lines 43-47 and 59-64; Column 7, lines 56-64; Column 8, lines 46-67; Figure 4). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art, at 
the time the invention was made, to modify the teachings of Fujino and Martinez with 
the teachings of Bauer to input a name that does not exist as the first name and the 
second name in the inputting step for accessing a file system (Bauer: Col 1, line 20). 

With respect to claim 5, Fujino in view of Martinez and in further view of Bauer 
discloses the directory searching method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

selecting a part of the prescribed directory structure extracted in the searching 
step (Fujino: Column 7, lines 1-45; Figure 11; Figure 12; Martinez: Column 3, lines 57- 
65; Column 7, lines 1-9; Figure 4A; Figure 5B). 

With respect to claim 6, Fujino in view of Martinez and in further view of Bauer 
discloses the directory searching method of claim 1 , wherein the at least two directories 
store a set data containing at least one of image data, sound data and sound image 
data (Fujino: Column 8, lines 50-63; Figure 20). 

With respect to claim 7, Fujino in view of Martinez and in further view of Bauer 
discloses a directory searching apparatus for searching a plurality of directory structures 
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in a storage medium for a prescribed directory, wherein the plurality of directory 
structures constitutes a hierarchical structure and the prescribed directory structure 
includes at least two directories of a directory having a first name and a directory having 
a second name (Fujino: Column 7, lines 1-45; Figure 11; Figure 12; Martinez: Column 3, 
lines 57-65; Column 7, lines 1-9; Figure 4A; Figure 5B), the directory searching 
apparatus comprising: 

an inputting device to input the first name and the second name (Fujino: Column 
7, lines 1-45; Figure 11; Figure 12; Martinez: Column 3, lines 57-65; Column 7, lines 1- 
9; Figure 4A; Figure 5B; Here the user inputs the first name and the second name with 
an inputting device such as a mouse); 

a searching device for searching the plurality of directory structures based on the 
first name and the second name so as to extract all the prescribed directory structure 
comprising the directory having the first name and the directory having the second 
name in the storage medium (Fujino: Column 7, lines 1-45; Figure 11; Figure 12; 
Martinez: Column 3, lines 57-65; Column 7, lines 1-9; Figure 4A; Figure 5B); 

displaying device to display at least a part of the prescribed directory structure 
extracted by the searching device (Fujino: Column 7, lines 1-45; Figure 11; Figure 12; 
Martinez: Column 3, lines 57-65; Column 7, lines 1-9; Figure 4A; Figure 5B); 

wherein the directory having the second name is in the same hierarchy level as 
the hierarchy level of the directory having the first name (Fujino: Column 7, lines 1-45; 
Figure 11; Figure 12; Martinez: Column 3, lines 57-65; Column 7, lines 1-9; Figure 4A; 
Figure 5B; Here the directory having the second name can be in the same hierarchy 
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level as the directory having the first name), and 

wherein an operator or user can input a name that does not exist in the storage 
medium as the first name and the second name in the inputting step (Fujino: Column 7, 
lines 1-45; Figure 11; Figure 12; Martinez: Column 3, lines 57-65; Column 7, lines 1-9; 
Figure 4A; Figure 5B; Bauer: Column 5, lines 43-56; Column 6, lines 43-47 and 59-64; 
Column 7, lines 56-64; Column 8, lines 46-67; Figure 4). 

With respect to claim 10, Fujino in view of Martinez and in further view of Bauer 
discloses the directory searching apparatus of claim 7, further comprising: a range 
specification device to specify a search range (Fujino: Column 7, lines 1-45; Martinez: 
Figure 5B; Here the user can specify a search range with a mouse). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Fujino in view of Martinez and in further view of Bauer 
discloses the directory searching apparatus of claim 10, wherein the search range is the 
top and bottom level in the directory structure (Fujino: Column 7, lines 1-45; Martinez: 
Figure 5B; Here the range is the top and bottom level in a directory structure). 

With respect to claim 13, Fujino in view of Martinez and in further view of Bauer 
discloses the directory searching apparatus of claim 7, further comprising of: 

a selecting device to select a part of the prescribed directory structure extracted 
by the searching device (Fujino: Column 7, lines 1-45; Figure 9; Figure 10). 
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With respect to claim 14, Fujino in view of Martinez and in further view of Bauer 
discloses the directory searching apparatus of claim 7, wherein the at least two 
directories store a set data containing at least one of image data, sound data and sound 
image data (Fujino: Column 7, lines 1-45; Column 8, lines 50-63; Figure 20). 

With respect to claim 15, Fujino in view of Martinez and in further view of Bauer 
discloses a directory searching program comprising step of controlling a computer to 
function as a directory searching method o claim 1 (Fujino: Column 7, lines 1-45; Fig 9). 

With respect to claim 16, Fujino in view of Martinez and in further view of Bauer 
discloses a directory searching program comprising a controlling section to control a 
computer to function as a directory searching apparatus of claim 7 (Fujino: Column 7, 
lines 1-45; Figure 9). 

With respect to claim 17, Fujino in view of Martinez and in further view of Bauer 
discloses a storage medium comprising data corresponding to the directory searching 
program of claim 15 (Fujino: Column 7, lines 1-45; Figure 9). 

With respect to claim 18, Fujino in view of Martinez and in further view of Bauer 
discloses a storage medium comprising data corresponding to the directory searching 
program of claim 16 (Fujino: Column 7, lines 1-45; Figure 9). 
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With respect to claim 19, Fujino in view of Martinez and in further view of Bauer 
discloses a directory searching method of searching a plurality of directory structures in 
a storage medium for a prescribed directory structure, wherein the plurality of directory 
structures constitutes a hierarchical structure and the prescribed directory structure 
includes at least two directories of a directory having a first name and a directory having 
a second name (Fujino: Column 7, lines 1-45; Figure 11; Figure 12; Martinez: Column 3, 
lines 57-65; Column 7, lines 1-9; Figure 4A; Figure 5B), the directory searching method 
comprising: 

inputting the first name and the second name with a inputting device (Fujino: 
Column 7, lines 1-45; Figure 11; Figure 12; Martinez: Column 3, lines 57-65; Column 7, 
lines 1-9; Figure 4A; Figure 5B; Here the user inputs the first name and the second 
name with an inputting device such as a mouse); 

searching the plurality of directory structures based on the first name and the 
second name so as to extract all the prescribed directory structure comprising the 
directory having the first name and the directory having the second name in the storage 
medium (Fujino: Column 7, lines 1-45; Figure 11; Figure 12; Martinez: Column 3, lines 
57-65; Column 7, lines 1-9; Figure 4A; Figure 5B); and 

displaying at least part of the prescribed directory structure extracted in the 
searching step (Fujino: Column 7, lines 1-45; Figure 11; Figure 12; Martinez: Column 3, 
lines 57-65; Column 7, lines 1-9; Figure 4A; Figure 5B); 

wherein the directory having the second name is in the hierarchy level below the 
hierarchy level of the directory having the first name (Fujino: Column 7, lines 1-45; 
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Figure 1 1 ; Figure 1 2; Martinez: Column 3, lines 57-65; Column 7, lines 1 -9; Figure 4A; 
Figure 5B; Here the directory having the second name can be in the hierarchy level 
below the hierarchy level of the directory having the first name), and 

wherein an operator or user can input a name that does not exist in the storage 
medium as the first name and the second name in the inputting step (Fujino: Column 7, 
lines 1-45; Figure 11; Figure 12; Martinez: Column 3, lines 57-65; Column 7, lines 1-9; 
Figure 4A; Figure 5B; Bauer: Column 5, lines 43-56; Column 6, lines 43-47 and 59-64; 
Column 7, lines 56-64; Column 8, lines 46-67; Figure 4). 

With respect to claim 20, Fujino in view of Martinez and in further view of Bauer 
discloses the directory searching method of claim 1 , wherein the inputting device is a 
keyboard (Fujino: Column 4 lines 45-49; Figure 1; Martinez: Column 5, lines 58-67; 
Column 6, lines 1-6) 

With respect to claim 21 , Fujino in view of Martinez and in further view of Bauer 
discloses the directory searching apparatus of claim 7, wherein the inputting device is a 
keyboard (Fujino: Column 4 lines 45-49; Figure 1; Martinez: Column 5, lines 58-67; 
Column 6, lines 1-6). 

With respect to claim 22, Fujino in view of Martinez and in further view of Bauer 
discloses the directory searching method of claim 19, wherein the inputting device is a 
keyboard (Fujino: Column 4 lines 45-49; Figure 1; Martinez: Column 5, lines 58-67; 
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Column 6, lines 1-6). 

With respect to claim 23, Fujino in view of Martinez and in further view of Bauer 

discloses the directory searching method of claim 1 , wherein the inputting device is a 

character input device (Fujino: Column 4 lines 45-49; Figure 1; Martinez: Column 5, 

lines 58-67; Column 6, lines 1-6). 

Remarks 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 5-7, 10, 1 1 and 13-23 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

The applicant stated that support for the amendments is found in Figure 7 and on 
page 16, lines 1 1-21 of the present specification. However, examiner could not find any 
support for the amendments in the cited portions of the specification. Applicant is 
requested to cite or quote the portion of the specification that support the amendments. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The Shi reference (US Patent 6,625,615) teaches about data 
processing system and method for multi-level directory searches. The Sedlar reference 
(US Patent 6,427,123) teaches about hierarchical indexing for accessing hierarchically 
organized information in a relational system. The Brechner reference (US Publication 
2004/0215643) teaches about organizing and searching media contents. The Sakai 
reference (US Publication 2004/0056903) teaches about directory management. 
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